
BARBECUES 
Where to put barbecues:  

 locate barbeques a minimum of 10 meters away from play spaces 
 locate barbecues near facilities and other amenities to promote usage (e.g. 

overlooking the hard courts)  
 locate barbecues where the supply of electricity or gas takes the shortest route from 

the main supply under grass areas, without compromising tree roots  
 locate barbecues in places that allow easy access for repairs 
 locate barbecues where water drains away from the barbeque, ensuring that the 

flush concrete pad is free from ponded surface water 
 locate barbecues approximately four metres away from rubbish bins, to prevent 

possible unpleasant rubbish odours affecting users 
 orientate barbeques so that users have views and can converse with other people 
 place barbecues close to tables, shelters and seating areas 
 avoid locating too many barbecues in a cluster - 2 in one place should be the 

maximum in order to allow a variety of user groups to enjoy them simultaneously 
 Avoid locating barbecues where cars can easily drive up to them 

 

Ensure access and usability by: 

 incorporating more than one hotplate into public barbecues 
 allowing for wheelchair accessibility, while preventing young children from reaching 

the hotplates 
 avoiding fencing around barbecue areas 
 ensuring barbecues have an easily maintained fat collection tray 

 

Ensuring safety and visibility by: 

 ensuring children cannot easily switch on the hot plates and burn themselves 
 ensuring hotplates are defined by a raised edge to assist the blind and partially 

sighted and reduce the chance of injury 
 ensuring barbecues provide hygienic cooking surfaces, that are easily and frequently 

cleaned, especially in the summer months. 
 ensuring barbeques are enclosed in highly-permeable barriers, if enclosed at all, and 

clear sightlines in and out of the barbecue area are maintained to reduce anti-social 
behaviour 

 

Ensuring good aesthetics and the right materials: 

 ensuring the scale of the barbecue is appropriate to the location 
 ensuring the use materials, colours, and form of the barbecue compliment to the 

setting and function of the park as a whole 
 applying graffiti guard protection and standardised components to reduce 

maintenance costs 
 using natural materials with low toxicity, sourced from companies with ethical 

manufacturing processes where possible 
 sourcing barbecue components or materials from local suppliers to avoid excessive 

transportation 
 ensuring the materials are durable and appropriate for the location, e.g. marine grade 

stainless steel components in coastal environments 
 using enclosed or reinforced fittings to mitigate theft where necessary 



Considering alternatives: 

 assess alternative sites, colours and materials that may be more appropriate  
 electric barbecues are much preferred over gas. Gas should only be used where 

connecting to electricity is not possible 
 

Ensure easy maintenance by: 

 selecting barbecues which have components, materials and finishes that can be 
easily serviced and maintained by New Zealand based contractors 

 ensuring the minimum serviceable life of the external barbecue structure is 30 years, 
and the minimum serviceable life of hotplates and internal mechanisms is 10 years 

Good practice examples 

Oneroa Beach Reserve, Waiheke Island 

This barbecue is located on the beach fringe, for 
use by both reserve and beach users. 

 

 
Stonefields Park, Mt. Wellington 

Clustering of site furniture around barbecues 
caters for families and large groups. 

 

Long Bay Regional Park 
 
The location of barbecues next to shelters and 
other recreational facilities increases frequency of 
use. 

 

 



The Promenade, Takapuna 

The use of durable materials with and around the 
barbecue mitigate wear and tear of the facility. 

 

 

Awhitu Regional Park 

Taps situated near barbecues are useful for 
cooking and potential minor emergencies. 

 

Tawaipareira Reserve, Waiheke Island 

Enticing families to areas by skate parks creates 
passive surveillance to deter antisocial behaviour. 

 

 


